Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies

Research conducted by the commission of a TV program “Hong Kong Connection” of RTHK 

Date of Survey: November 2002 (1 week before the Hong Kong Connection)

Survey Method: Telephone survey with interviewers

Sample Size: 1002 Successful cases

Sampling Error: 5% (可信性達95%)
Research Findings

1. Government has given repeated assurances that Article 23 would not be easily used for prosecution.  Can you not to worry after that?

政府曾多番保證不會輕易引用第二十三條的法律作出檢控, 這個保證能否令你安心?
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The research showed that majority of the respondents (58.5%) still worry about the government would easily use Article 23 for prosecution even with repeated assurances given by the government, while less than one-fourth (22.6%) said they did not worry.

2. Will there be changes in your confidence in implementation of “One Country, Two Systems”, if the Hong Kong government enacts the law covered by Article 23?

如果香港政府就基本法二十三條立法, 你對香港落實一國兩制的信心會否改變?
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The data showed that more than half of the respondents (56.2%) expressed that their confidence in “One Country, Two Systems” would decrease if the government legislate law under Article 23.  Only 5.5% felt their confidence would increase while 33.6% said there would be no change in their attitude.

3. Should government extend the consultation period on Article 23?

政府應否延長基本法二十二條諮詢期?
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An overwhelming majority (74.4%) demonstrated that the government should extend the consultation period, while only 13.5% opposed it.  And 7.9% didn’t know should there be extension.

4. Do you worry the government will abuse the concerned law of Article 23?

你是否擔心政府會濫用有關法例?
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Nearly 60% (59.6%) of the respondents worried the government would abuse the law under Article 23.  Nearly one-fourth (25.5%) showed that they did not worry.  And 10.1% showed that their attitude was half-half.

5. Do you understand the Consultation Paper on Article 23?

你對諮詢文件有幾明白?
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The data revealed that nearly half of the respondents (48.1%) did not understand, either did not have adequate understanding or with no understanding on the Consultation Paper of Article 23.  On the contrary, 49.5% expressed that they had good understanding or adequate understanding.

6. Do you agree the proposal to legislate law on secession?

你是否贊成新增分裂國家罪行建議?


[image: image6.wmf]32.3%

50.1%

8.0%

9.6%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Yes

No

Half-half

DK

Do you agree the proposal to legislate law on 

secession?


There are half of the respondents (50.1%) opposed the proposal to enact law on secession.  Those who agreed to legislate on crime of secession reached 32.3%.  

7. Do you agree to the proposal to legislate law on subversion?

你是否贊成新增顛覆罪行建議?
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More than half of the respondents (55.7%) opposed the proposal to enact law on subversion.  There were still 28.3% agreed on the proposal to legislate law against subversion.

8. Do you agree publish, sell or display seditious publications could be regarded as commit the offence of sedition?

你是否贊成發佈, 出售或展示煽動性刊物可能觸犯顛覆罪?
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The research found that over half of the respondents (51.6%) opposed procession of seditious publications could be regarded as commit offence of sedition.  At the same time, over one-third of the respondents (34.6%), agreed the government’s proposal on seditious publications.

9. Do you agree the operations of the Hong Kong branches or Hong Kong members of the organizations which proscribed in Mainland by the Central Authorities should be prohibited?

你是否贊成被中央取締的內地非法組織, 其在香港分會或成員亦會被禁制?
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There were 56.2% of respondents opposed the government’s proposal to prohibit the operation of the Hong Kong branches or members, if the affiliated organization was proscribed by the Mainland Central government.  On the contrary, 28.6% supported the proposed law.

10. Do you agree unauthorized disclosure of protected information should be regarded as offence of theft of states secrets?

你是否贊成未經授權下取得並向外披露受保護資料即屬竊取國家機密罪?
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There were 30.4% of respondents supported unauthorized disclosure of protected information should be regarded as offence of theft of secrets, while 53.7% opposed that.

11. Do you think freedom of speech in Hong Kong would be reduced in the future with reference to the Consultation Paper?

你認為未來香港言論自由空間會否因諮詢文件建議收窄?
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The figure showed that up to 69.6% of respondents believed that freedom of speech in Hong Kong in the future would be reduced with reference to the proposal in the Consultation Paper.  Those who felt that freedom of speech would not decrease only got 20.4%.

12. Do you think human rights in Hong Kong would be curtailed in the future with reference to the Consultation Paper?

你認為香港未來的人權會否因諮詢文件而受到削弱?
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A majority of respondents (65.3%) thought that human rights in Hong Kong in the future would be curtailed with reference to the Consultation Paper.  At the same time, less than one-fourth (23.4%) did not think so.

13. Do you think the mass media in Hong Kong would have self-censorship with reference to the Consultation Paper in the future?

你認為未來香港傳媒會否因諮詢文件而自我審查?
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Over 60% (61.1%) of the respondents perceived that the mass media in Hong Kong would commit self-censorship in the future with reference to the Consultation Paper.  Less than 20% (19.3%) did not think there would be self-censorship.

14. Do you think the government should publish white bill or blue bill on Article 23?

你認為政府應就基本法二十三條發表白紙草案或藍紙草案?
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Over one-third of the respondents (34.9%) did not know about the distinction of white bill and blue bill.  And there were 45% and 20.3% supported white bill and blue bill respectively.
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