School of Journalism and Communication commissioned by the Hong Kong News Executives' Association

Date: November 2002

Sample Size: 636 journalists from 18 news organizations

Source: The Standard, 21 November 2002, A07

             Ming Poa, 21 November 2002, A5

1. Is there need for Article 23 legislation?

你認為就基本法二十三條, 是否有必耍進行立法?


[image: image9.wmf]If the law according to the proposal of the 

Consultation Paper passed, will you consider to leave 

jornalism?

1.3%

8.5%

45.9%

11.9%

32.4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Certainly

Yes

Yes

No

Certainly No

Uncertain


About 60% of the respondents (58.9%) did not think there was need for legislation, while 27.9% supported it and 13.2% felt uncertain.

2. If the law according to the proposal of the Consultation Paper passed, will you consider to leave journalism?

如按目前的建議制訂法例, 並獲得立法會通過, 你會否考慮離開新聞行業?
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There were 9.8% of respondents said they would leave journalism while 57.8% said they would not.  The rest of the respondents said they would consider the change if the proposed laws under Article 23 were passed.

3. Do you think the proposed law of the Consultation Paper will affect reporting style and selection of materials?

你認為政府建議會否影響新聞採訪和報道自由?
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The research showed that there were 80.1% of respondents agreed the proposed law would affect reporting style and selection of materials, while about 11.1% did not agree and 8.9% felt uncertain about that.

4. If the proposed law passed, do you think it will affect freedom of speech in Hong Kong?
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如果根據諮詢文件立法, 會否影響香港的言論自由?

Over three-fourth of the respondents (77.8%) agreed that freedom of speech would be undermined if the proposed law passed, while 13% did not agree and 9.2% were uncertain about the impact. 

Others

The research also found that 56% of the respondents agreed it would affect their normal reporting work, 26% were uncertain about the impact and 70% believed press self-censorship would be worsen.  And about 69% said if it was inevitable, a white bill should be published for discussion.

Hong Kong Transition Project

2002 December Media Briefing Report: Accountability and Article 23

Date of Survey: 19-29 November 2002

Survey Method: Telephone survey

Sample Size: 814 Successful cases
Sampling Error: Range of error at 95% confidence interval
1. Would you support or oppose government to issue a white bill specifying Article 23 wording before sending a blue bill to Legislative Council?
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issue a white bill specifying Article 23 wording 

before sending a blue bill to Legco?


The research showed that 70% of the respondents would like to see a white bill before sending a blue bill to the Legislative Council.  Only 11% opposed the issue of the white bill.  At the same time, 18% did not have idea on that.

2. Do you agree or disagree that now is the time to legislate on Article 23?
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A majority of the respondents (54%) disagreed that now was the time to legislate on Article 23, while 19% agreed and there was 26% did not know whether it was time to legislate.

3. Are you currently worried or not worried about personal freedom in Hong Kong?
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The respondents who worried about personal freedom reached a highest level since handover, which was 41%.  On the contrary, those who did not worried dropped to 58%, which was the lowest level in post-handover period.
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