Detention without Trial in Malaysia

Several major statutes provide for indefinite detention without trial in Malaysia, namely:
•
The Internal Security Act (ISA) 1960

•
The Emergency (Public Order and Prevention of Crime) Ordinance 1969

•
The Dangerous Drugs (Special Prevention Measures) Act 1985

•
Crime Prevention Act (Restricted Residence)

•
Restricted Residence Act 1933

Suaram documented at least 1,051 people detained under these laws in 2000, while the figure for 2002 was 2,520.  The breakdown for detentions in 2002 are as follows.

Table 1: Total number of documented victims of detention without trial for 2001
	No.
	Law

	Numbers Detained
	Remarks

	1.
	Internal Security Act(until November 15, 2001)
	77
	

	2.
	Dangerous Drugs Act (Special Preventive Measures) 1985 (until June 31, 2001)
	1,642
	

	3.
	Emergency Ordinance (EO) (until June 31, 2001)
	309
	* including those held at Simpang Renggam and those under restricted residence.

	4.
	Restricted Residence Act 1933 (until June 31, 2001)


	159


	

	5.
	Crime Prevention Act (Restricted Residence) (until June 31, 2001)
	333
	

	
	Total Documented Victims for Year 2001
	2,520

	


Sources: Home Ministry July 25,2001
Table 2: Waves of ISA arrests since April 2001 (details in second table below)

	Targeted group
	Period 
	No. held 
	No. released 

	Reformasi Activists 
	Apr 2001 
	10 
	4 

	University Students 
	July 2001 
	2 
	2 

	"Militants/terrorists" 
	May - July 2001 
	6 
	1 

	"KMM members" 
	Aug 2001 
	10 
	1 

	"KMM members" 
	Sept - Oct 2001 
	8 
	1 

	"KMM members" 
	Dec 2001 – Jan 2002 
	13 
	0 

	"KMM members" 
	Jan 2002 
	10 
	1 

	"KMM members" 
	Apr 2002 
	14 
	1 

	"KMM member" 
	Sept 2002 
	1 
	0 

	"KMM members" 
	Oct 2002 
	5 
	0 

	"KMM members" 
	Nov 2002 
	3 
	0 


Sources: Aliran’s website, December 5, 2002

Table 3: Number of ISA detainees in Kamunting 2000-2001

	Held for alleged involvement in:
	End-2000
	31 July 2001
	15 Nov 2001

	Bringing in illegal immigrants
	
	21
	21

	Al Maunah arms heist
	16
	15
	15

	Counterfeiting money
	14
	11
	11

	Falsifying documents
	3
	7
	7

	Firearms offences
	3
	3
	3

	Sub total
	36
	57
	57

	
	
	
	

	"Political" detentions:
	
	
	

	KMM (Kumpulan Mujahiddjin Malaysia)
	-
	-
	9

	'Militant' reformasi activities
	-
	6
	5

	Free Acheh Movement
	4
	4
	4

	Alleged Jihadi Gang Robbery
	-
	-
	3

	Spreading Shia teachings
	-
	3
	3

	Sub total
	4
	11
	24

	
	
	
	

	Total
	40
	70
	81


Sources: Suhakam Report 2000; Home Ministry statistics Sept 5, 2001 & Suaram monitoring

Table 4: ISA arrests in various decades

	Year
	Arrests
	Detention Orders
	Restricted Orders

	1960-1969
	1,605
	1,119
	351

	1970-1979
	6,328
	1,713
	1,389

	1980-1989
	1,346
	559
	280

	1990-1999
	1,066
	680
	32

	2000-2001
	159
	70
	8

	Total
	10,504
	4,218
	2,061


Sources: Home Ministry July 25,2001

